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Susanna Dickinson comes to life in Gonzales

Texas heroine Su-
sanna Dickinson, Mes-
senger of the Alamo, is
brought to life in Songs
of Susanna, an historical
program of song, verse
and lecture by song-
Fletcher Clark
and author/historian
Donaly Brice. Clark’s
epic ballad, “There Must
Be a Good Man in
Texas,” provides a
panoramic tale of Su-
sanna - in itself a micro-
cosm of the emergence
of Texas. Sponsored by
the Gonzales County
Historical Commission,
the performance will be
8 p.m. on Saturday, May
9, 2015 at the Gonzales
Crystal Theatre, immedi-
ately off the courthouse
square of the “Lexington
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of Texas.” The public is
invited, and donations
are suggested /accepted.

Songs of Susanna fol-
lows Susanna (nee Wilk-
erson) in her travels
from Tennessee to Gon-
zales, Texas, with her
husband Almeron Dick-
inson, who would be-
come a fallen hero at the
Alamo. As Messenger of
the Alamo, she carried
Santa Anna’s demand
for capitulation to Gen-
eral Sam Houston, who
then prepared his Texian
army to join in the “Run-
away Scrape.” After vic-
tory at San Jacinto, she
found herself widowed
and penniless with her
infant daughter An-
gelina, “Babe of. the
Alamo.” Unskilled and
illiterate, she would
marry three more men in
Houston, seeking in vain
that husband who
would keep her and her
daughter happy and se-
cure. Moving to Lock-
hart, she would marry
her fifth husband Joseph
Hannig, a young Ger-
man immigrant half her
age. Moving to Austin,
ultimately Susanna
Wilkerson  Dickinson
Williams Herring Bel-
lows Hannig would be-
come prosperous and
respected.

“Donaly and I were
asked to prepare a pro-
gram for the Friends of
the Susanna Dickinson
Museum in Austin,” said
Clark. “For me, what
began as a simple folk
song about an historical
figure turned into four-
chapter epic ballad of
verse and song spanning
the challenges she faced
— challenges universal to
nineteenth-century
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women of  Texas.”
Clark’s writing was
guided by Brice's re-
search and his access to
source materials as Sen-
ior Archivist for the
Texas State Library.

“I asked Donaly and
Fletcher to present their
program at our 2014 An-
nual Meeting celebrating
Susanna’s 200th Birth-
day, and couldn’t have
been more pleased with
the results,” said Terri
Schexnayder, Former
President of Friends of
the O. Henry & Susanna
Dickinson  Museums.
“The combination of
Donaly’s historic genius
and Fletcher’s musical
magic brought Susanna
Dickinson to life that
evening.” ;

Fletcher Clark is a vet-=
eran musician and song-
writer from the earliest
days of the emerging
music scene in Austin
and its famed concert
hall Armadillo World

Headquarters. Moving
to Lockhart seven years
ago, he began sharing
music with Donaly Brice
at their Emmanuel Epis-
copal Church (the oldest
west of the Mississippi).
Fletcher produces and
hosts the monthly series
Evenings with the Song-
writer at Lockhart’s his-
toric Dr. Eugene Clark
Library (the oldest in
Texas) exploring the art
and craft of guest profes-
sional songwriters. The
acclaimed series is in its
fifth season.

Now retired from the
Texas State Library, Don-
aly Brice has written or
co-written four books on
Texas history, including
The Great Comanche
Raid: Boldest Indian At-

tack of the Texas Repub-
lic. He has also written a
number of historical arti-
cles that have been pub-
lished in the The Plum
Creek Almanac and The
East Texas Historical
Journal. Donaly is
member (and recently
named Fellow) of the
East Texas Historical As-
sociation, the West Texas
Historical Association,
the Southern Historical
Association and the
Texas State HIstorical
Association, who elected
him as a Fellow of that
organization in 2010. He
has presented papers
and given lectures to
many historical and ge-
nealogical groups
throughout the State of
Texas.
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Following the initial
presentation, Clark and
Brice brought their pro-
gram to various Daugh-
ters of the Republic of
Texas chapters. Nancy
Evridge of the Heart of
Texas Chapter said,
“What an entertaining
way to tell the story of
Susanna Dickinson! Our
luncheon was a huge
success thanks to your
memorable program!”
They also presented the
program in Luling for
the Caldwell County
Historical and Genealog-
ical Society, prompting
author /historian Chuck
Parsons to remark,
“Once experienced, this
program of song and his-
tory will not be forgot-
ten. It gives new life to

Howie Richey. “I stum-
bled into this creative caul-
dron while working with
creative director Barbara
Crozier and her Shake-
speare  Ninjas youth
troupe at the Gonzales

Crystal Theatre,” said
Clark. “We collaborated
on a March 1 presentation
to celebrate Texas .Inde-
pendence, and I fell in love
with the theater and its po-
tential for the intimate

staging of musical and his-
torically-based theatrical
events. I believe this up-
coming presentation will
be the first of many collab-
orations. I look forward to
making many new friends

and fans in Gonzales.”
From that first collabo-
ration, he wrote and sang
his song Immortal 32 at a
February GCHC com-
memoration event for the
fallen heroes at the Gonza-

les Memorial Museum.
Earlier in the day on the
upcoming May 9, there
will be a dedication of an
Official Texas Historical
Marker from the Texas
History Commission hon-

our understanding of
our Texas heritage. Clark
and Brice working to-
gether is indeed a true
delight.”

Fletcher was intro-
duced to Glenda Gor-
don, Chairperson of the
Gonzales County Histor-
ical Commission, by
their mutual friend (and
GCHC Board Member)
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oring local figure William
B. Fleming at the site of his
fabled horse farm, now the
scenic Rancho - Richey
Refuge.



